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A 

J O U R N A L, 

OF THE 
LIFE and T R A V E L S 

O F 

JOSEPH-BILL P ACKE, 

"To the Printers, 

Gektlem^ 

WHEREAS I am now under fenrence of denh 
City-Hill of A'bany, for having as it is fup- 
pufeJ, counterfeited the currency of this province •, and 
having I :e, which beareth witnefs 

to the truth of what 1 fha'i now deliver, of my own free 
will, which I hope will be pubiifhed according to my de- 
fire. 

If I were to write fhc whole of my tranfa&ions they 
would h volume ; hue m this my journal, I only- 

mean to give acuncife and true narrative of my proceed- 

I was barn in ConnetTicut, at a place c^llrd Grofon, 

Car 1721 were 

>ple, who, both by example and prec 
.poured to mcuicate principles of virtue and honor 
in me. From my yovuh I have been an admirer of 



( 4 ; 

into any thing that I thought an arcanum until I had ob- 
tained fomc idea of it, my thirft after knowledge being 
mfatiable. 

When I arrived at the twenty fecond year of my age, 
my inclination prompted me to vifu the fouthern colo- 
nies, I traveled into Virginia, where I reftded near fixteen 
years: The principal part of my bufwefs was curing 
cancers ; of this art I may juilly call mylelf matter, as I 
hare cured every fpecies of them except the fanguinc 
cancer, and even thar. fome times when the blocd was 
not too much infetfed. I underfland the feperation of 
metals, and was often called upon to examine minerals. 
In Virginia, Colonel Chefwell, who had lead mine?, em- 
ployed me to work upon lead and copper ore : He- died, 
and ColorH James Bird, who became Ible owner of the 
mines,declined having them worked. From thefe work*, 
which arc fituate at a place called New-River, near the 
line which divides North Carolina from Virginia, I went 
to Dan River, which I croffed and came to a place called 
Salifbury,in Roan county, North-Carolina. After (pend- 
ing a few days thee I fleered my courfe tvoMedinburgh, 
which lies upon the Calava River. This fecmed to be 
a 2-j.>d place for my bufinefs ; and, as the county was 
young and the court houfe then building, I refolved to 
make that the place of my refidence. 

Having agreed for my board and lodging, and bein£ 
informed that feveral perfons in the nieghbouthood were 
affiicied with cancers, I published an advertifement, the 
purportof which was, that I would undertake to cure 
them, and if I did not fucceed, no money fhould be de- 
manded. This had the dcfired effed, for in a few days 
I had feveral patients. 

r The firft that I cured was Colonel Lewifon, of a can- 
cer in his lip; the fecond, the Widow Canada, who had 
been arievoufly affii&ed for four years with a cancer ne*r 

het 
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her nofe •, the next was one James Mac, he had been 
dirtrc-fied with a cancer for upwards of twenty two years, 
and was, indeed, a miferablc fpeclacle to look upon ; 
three months elapfed before I could cure him. I can- 
not forbear relating an incident that happened to this 
man while he was my patient : After I caufed the can- 
cer to full out, and the place nearly healed, a cow broke 
inro his corn-field which put him in a violent patfion ; 
he! oaded a pillol almoft full with powder and fait, we«nc 
into i he field to frighten the cow, and mapped the piftol 
feveral times, but it nr.fling fire, he held it carelefsly in 
his hand •, however, fome fparks ha-ving remained in the 
pan, it went off at a time when he did not expect it •, the 
cock flew up, cut his under lip two thirds off, (truck 
through his nofe, and broke up the cancer t I was obi g- 
cd to lew his lip and heal that wound, which required 
nearly as much time as the cancer had done. This hap- 
pened in Tryoa County, near Broad River, that falls in- 
to Santee on the fouth border or North Carolina. 

In that country I became acquainted with feveral gen- 
tlemen, whodefired me to make their houies my home, 
when I came near them ; they declared it fliould not coft 
me any money if I would tarry with them all that winter. 
— I accepted their kind invitation •, and, as Iunderftand 
watch work, I conftantly employed myfelr at that bufi- 
nefs, unlefs when called abroad. 

• In that fituation I remained feveral years, but having 
a ftrong defire to vifu my brethren in New- England, I 
made application to my patients, and got in part of the 
money they owed tome-, thofe who could not pay I 
did notdiftrefs, nor would I accept of any reward fro#n 
thofe perfons who required my help and were in low cir- 
cumffances, be'ng always apprehenfive that if I accepted 
a fee it might difenablc them to provide neceffarics for 
their children •, nor did Iturn awaypoor people who appU- 
cd tome for hdo. but conftamly exerted my abilities for 
the* relief. Whil * 
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"hile I remained in North Caroliria, ar the h mfe of 
ent.'cman who was a Jul! e, there i 

■or woman driving a cow before her •, my Ian. 
enquiring where fhe was driving rhe cow, Ihe anfwercd, 
to the doctor, that ic was the laft ihe had, and that her 
children mud now be deprived of milk. I afked what was 
her diforder ; (he replied a cancer in her nofe'-, I defired 
to fee it, and to know how long (he had been in the doc- 
tor's hands ; ftp trie bed of my :e) a 
year or a year and a half. My landlord informed me that 
Hie was a poor widow who lived about f< . 
from his houfe •, that her name was Clark, and that ihe 
had a-grcat many peer naked cl ear: 'hen 
fcFt-a 'picking charity' for the d : — I told 
her, that with the affiftarce of God, 1 would cure her, and 
defired her call upon me when me returned from the 
doftoj. She complied, and I applied my medicine, and 
told her, that by the time rhe got home the cancer would 
drop out, which accordingly happened, and in lefs than 
thiee weeks fhe was perfectly cured. The poor creature 
was willing to give me all H id, but I 
would accept of nothing-, for God gave r are, 
Dot to opprefs w dews, or make fathe Jren cry 
for bread, but to releive the sffl:c*ted •, and this duty 
cone/ponds with my natural difpofuio-n. 

In the month cf September, 1770, I began my jour- 
ney into from North- Carolina, to New-England. No 
remarkable event happen 1 in 1117 travels until I came to 
Wyoming, on Sufquehan 2, where I found ! .'my 

relations, but we did n r >t know each other till I t< 
my, name ; then they remembered that they had heard 
iheir fathers fpeak cf me Upon the n»&d to Wyoming, 
I had obtained intell hat a company of Pennlyl- 

vaniara were ccming 10 dr\v- there ; 

always was countrymen, I warned 

m of the ?pproacrin|7 d 

yorning I continued with my relaiior.' fourd 



and the proceeded on my journey to Delaware Rtv 
el was informed that Captain (")& 'en and his 
to Eaft-Town, after having 
lo intercept foch Ne#-EngWv 
P'.e . - pafs between Sufquehanna and r- 

)a id. rhcre was a man and a woman wi* 
s name was John Wickifine, we were 
'?iolved not to be impoled upon whs 
We went on unmolefted, ( 
Ferry, aid croffed Hudfon- River, we travelled on . 
poll road until we arrived at De Bois's Tavern, thei 
we ', 1 two days, as my companion Wick 

:o hire a houfe for himfelf and family^ but the 
mid not apree upon the terms. At 
I met with one Doctor Smith, he informed 
me that d near Groton River, and that 

been at rk upon affairs of importance : He was 

a man of aifabil ty and a good orator ; we entered into 
an argument, and I found him to be a man of fenfe 
lea; ■ fed in the fciencelr. I was fo charmed with, his dif- 
rt phrlofophy, that 1 could have fpent the re- 
of my days with him : He defired me to 
g wuh him, T complied, and lh< ! of cur con- 

e productions of nature, and the 
The Doctor 
o his own houfe, rem, and 

there I' light; t ing we talk- 

ed .. > matters, but ;. as mentioned 

erfciting mc ■.,. Am ..r things our 

\ turned- upon the ttanfmut; metals ; 

that he was mafte: art, but 

re practice ©! k would not perms, 

to p cute hi iy« I inl 

lim that I intended to begin a courfe of experin 
if i could gee a coaveaienc pb 

amended me to Cr.pt. Hard of New- Mill - 
. id, had for years been carrying 

:n$ of that nattn 

IlAVIKtt 
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n'g ta.kea kave of Do&or Smith, J proceeded 

Gilford, enquired for Capti Hard, and was very 

received by him •, j found htm to be a geo- 

ft honor arid integrity, and I had a very cor- 

him. *■ 

gained long there until J received a vifip 
•nith •,' he requeued that I would cut his 
t-.js, which he told me he wanted to pur into bis 
,s,and gave me a precedent that was done in.Ertglah'd. 
cap the plate and fent it to him by one David Thar, 
whom he fent to receive it •, foon a r ter theDodtor favour- 
ed me with another vifit, ar?d after a long prefatory dif- 
courfe, informed me that he wanted more work done,and 
that if I would take it in hand' to execute it I fhould be 
handforr.ely rewarded. I enquired what he wanted en- 
graved, 1 he laid he would {how me a pattern, and fooh 
after brought me a ten (hilling bill and a£ked if I could 
imitate it -,I anfwered him in the affrmative, but told him 
.1 did not choofe to do l'uch work,' being then engaged in 
philofophic ftudies : I represented to him the enormity 
-if the crime, and endeavoured to difuade him from per- 
HRing in it : his reply was, that the great men are guilty 
of greater frauds, and that for his part he did not mean 
to enrich himfelf by emitting a large number of bills, his 
principal motive being cunofuy to know how near he 
could imitate ti»e true bill? I told him ir was imp< ffibls 
to do it lb exact as not to be c-iilingu'mable from the 
genuinebill: He'fafd thit a little difference was not 
rnaterial, with fu.ndry other words to th-i cffrcl. Capt. 
Hard, undemanding his errand, gave him a ftiarp re- 
primand, and toid me that if 1 woiktd for thb Dcdor 
I mould not flay one hour longer in hishoufe: I promis- 
ed that I would not, but one word brought on another, 
\je differed, and I left him. — Oh ! unhappy day 1— for 
having no cverfeer to watch for my good I met ag& ; n 
with Mr. Smith ; who, taking advantage of my week 
capacity, debauched my judgment with fophiftical rea- 
soning aui made me cir. Anxious 
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Anxiovc to improve myfelf by philofsphlc ftudlw, 
naturally inclined to learning, remarkably ie-qruifitive a- 
boat the fecrets of nature and fcience, I travelled to Sa- 
ratoga, with an intention to fet up my works; and ac- 
cordingly built a m/jp for that purpole at the houfe of 
John Davis. I agreed wiih Capt. Garrifon to bring me 
{tills, glafies, and other materials from New- York. When 
thefe things arrived I prepaired to begin my operations, 
but a mifunderftanding happening between the woman 
ef the houfe and me, I refolved t© leave that place. 

I went down to New-Britain, but it being the winter 
feafon and the cold very intenfe, I could not ereft my 
works, but embrac-ed that opportunity to tranfcnbe my 
philofophy book, which I did at the hou-fe of Samuel 
^Vheele.V 

As I underftood that Doctor" Whiting kept potters 
works, and having occafion for fome earthen ftills, I went 
to his houfe and gave him directions about them ; it re- 
quired fome time before they could be finilhed, and in 
the interim I employed myfelf in preparing medicines 
at Samuel Wheeler's houfe. 

I went again to Doctor Whiting's, expecting my ftills 
were done, but found they were not. This circumftatice 
'retarded my bufinefs, and becaufe I apphed clofely to 
my ftudies and fperit fhe greateft part of my time in my 
'(hop, a repoit was circulated about the country that I 
'was counterfeiting bills and coining money. J declare 1 ; 
before God ! that the faid report, was jalje / for I did 
not make nor oiFer to' pafs any bad money, nor never 
had any thoughts on that fubjecT. Confcious of my in- 
nocence, I gave myfelf no trouble about their furmifes, 
until I heard that they had applied for and obtained a 
warrant, either at Kinderhook or C'avarack, againft me. 
This made me very uneafy and confirmed my determi- 
nation of abandoning a place where the people werefo 
cenfurious and malicious. .■ I thca 
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I tjici • >narecl 

Had been long IV re! 
was employed by Dan el Lcrwis ol 

Whlv he. 
that rmtl 

ranch decays , 

and that bj-.n:^ then engaged in ( 

i • inclination to comply wit!; 
1 to rj« 



J cm now tried, conv'i&ed and condemned, on I • 
. h n'ing counterfeited the currency • j 
brd of a dyi 
nu'eene of the crime imputed to me- I i 

,).e feit Bi'ls •, nor had I aii 
ne further than what I have related. In my 
• I always flud»ed not to give • 
Children-, and as I p ! no deceit, - 

>tht r; would In lite 

d Silver was not tco precious for me 
appear, ofe whom I 

ned to be my bed friends, hav'n 
ed their n 

trouble 
their tongues the 
ieir- fellow creatures in r 

. 1 the fti 
:l by foperior f 

illy ifh'S 
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their pardon, but ir plainly appcarth that I never coined, 
difperled, nor paifeu one penny of bad money ; but it 
feems that I mult be an Efcape Goat to bear their tranf- 
greflions into the other world. Lord ftrcngrhen me to 
bear their burden in this world, and be meiciful to my 
foul in that which is to come. 

As i-t is appointed for all men ence to die, and it feem« 
that the time of my di Solution draweth near, I defire 
that thefr my transactions may be publilhed for the fatis- 
faction of the public ; for that region, MelTis. Printers, I 
have font thefe manufcripts to you ; print them with all 
* convenient- (peed, and you will greatly oblige your hum- 
ble Arvant, " ' < ■ JOSEPH BILL P 

City Hall \ Albany i March 9, L££2j 
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Mcffirs. ROBERTSONS, 

SINCE I wrote the preceeding pages, I have recolleo- 
ted the following material occurrences or my Life, 
which you will be pleafed to add asapoftfcript to what I 
fo. 'Tiefly fenr. I would moft willingly communicate my 
recipe for curing cancers to the world, but I have very 
fhong rcafons, to be filent on that topic; I am very for- 
ry that this is the cafe, for, notwithstanding the hard- 
ihips put upon me, my heart is warm with univerial 
good wild and benevolence to rny fellow creatures. 

I am, jy 

Oen.tleme-n, 

City-Hall, Albany, iPty^^ your's, &c. 

March 16, 1773. O-^ J- B - P - 



POSTSCRIPT. 



/'N the courfe of my peregrinations through Virginia, I 
came to a certain gentleman's boufe which I made my 
borne for upwards of four years. During that time I 
pecame acouaintedwith one of lis daughters, and at lad we 
tboaghl proper 1 and indeed it was high time, to marry ; ac- 
cordingly we entered into the connubial fiate. About half a 
jear after, my wife and me held a confutation upon the potlure 
of onr affairs ; and, after a good deal of confabulation, we 
emdttded that living with her parents did no-t fuit our convent- 
eme. Ipropofedfo go and feek a place that wmld be msrt 
agreeable te us, and objerved to my wife, that as 1 had two 
g&edhorfesyjbi mighty if (he pleafed^ take a rid,e along vj'tb 
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(he acquiefed, and, having madefome ntceffary preparations for 
eur journey, we fit of together. 

We rode about eighty miles up into the country , and came U 
a quaker fett lenient called Opcchen Creek, where we put up at 
a friend's bcufe ; the gentleman wis extremely civi'l, and we 
difcourjed very jocofely together. He alked where we were 
journeying : — we anfwered, tofeek cur fortune, and enquired 
if they wanted to hire a School-mo ft er ct that fettlement f He 
j aid they did, and would be very fend of a good one. Hrs reply 
plea fed me exceeding well,and we determined tr abide with them ; 
the freinds being a very goad people to live with, efpecially if 
they find that thofe whom they employ are boned and have 
merit. 

I engaged with them a year. They built a houfe for mt 
and my wife, and a febool houfe adiacent. When the build- 
ings wereHniflicd, the brothers and fitters, as they call them, 
prefented us with every utenfil neceflary for bcufe keeping. 
We then made as refpedable an appearance as any of our 
neighbours I opened my febool, went on extraordinary well, 
and bad the univer/al applaufe of my confiituenis. 

GeneralBraddock's defeat happening about four months 
after our fettlement at Opecben, threw a damp upouour bap- 
pine fs ; / was in my febool houfe when the fad news arrived V 
the whole fettlement was alarmed, bting apprehevfive that tbt 
vigors would follow their blow and ravage the country with 
fire and fword, I If ill continued my febool, but, in about tw# 
months after, the murder (hout was beard i u our neighbour- 
hood ^ numbers of people were killed and fcalptd,and the mifer- 
able fugitives who ej taped with life were at a lefs where Is 
fly for protection t At lajt I was obliged to abandon my happy 
fettlement, and, with my wife, repair to a fert -, there we rf- 
mained near two months, but the place being much crouded t fo 
the multitude who came there for protection and we having 
cur two borfes with us, made ii very incmedicus for us to 
Pay there. My wife and me came to a refoiutisn tt leave the 
J J " fwt 
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. and not \gain in a country fo open 

\s of ameralefs enemy, we prepared for a journey int* 

ved Cafe there, rented 
»;;, and I ■ tfumed my \ can- 

talned the nam; of 
an experienced prae^tioner inpbjftc, but the tide of fortune a- 
md fet hard againfi me \ I calcbed the infellion 
-all-pox ; the eruption was copious and tbt 
trable I entrekttd my wife to have my 
and keep at a dill ante from >>ie. but h? r tender nefs for me would 
■ it ber to comply with ■ //. J was undtr vio- 

clenfions, tbatiffhegot infefled, in the condition fbe 
'ben in, that the confeauence would be fatal. Alas I my 
frefs wa* very fan realize I \ fhefickcned, the 
-\r appeared, and on the Jixteentb day of ber illnefs, to my 
inexprejlible grief, expired. 

I bad a boy three years of age, who was darireroujiy ill of 
the fame di [temper thathui lo his mother \ at the 

time y 1 was not fujficienth recovered )o c <;i my bed ; my 
fuuaticr. was truly pitiable, I was fick, .', And forlorn, 

omong fir angers -, my expsnee for an d in- 

deed I may fay for every thing, amounted to a 

and I was then in a place whe r e fame thing could n 
' for nothing. 

Upon my rccc very I prop,:, fed to 'V friends the 

£hiakers, but bearing that -ere alte r tbt 

r e.in tbtir Settlement \1 it. Having agreed with 

y welcb widow for my I "& /w ,?> I continued 

ice of fur gery < eft /Is foon res 

>as able to go, 1 fent him I vecame a 

•■cod fcholar — - - I , et nplore the Almighty to pre- 

overn and blefs htm. 
The War {IU1 continuing, I va', by the recommenda-: 
•entlemen who jm.terefted tjiernf 
behalf, appointed furgeon's n.ate to the garrifon of 
re I continued until a mem of our 

kted to go again.ft Forr 1 >n Quefne -, 
i 
rote to the rny be! 

ut kifcrming mc of rk.c favour he had 
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n me. In c . ce pf his n dation I was 

'hiladelpl re received a commiffion 

fort of Augufta ; at the 
fame ti-me I got a chert of medicines ar d t-hen went back 
y Nation, where I continued feven years. At the 
:lufion of the war I was dilc at Lancafter, in 

Pennfylvania : Being then out of i mployment, I went 
down to Virginia to vifit mj in law, andconr 

ed in thefe parts. My tranfac"t ons, after that time, I 
have mentioned in my Journal, to which I refer the iea~ 
hereof. 
1 wouid willingly write a more minute detail of the va- 
rious viciffitudes of my life-, which would make a large 
volume, but my tine is much too (hort for fuch an un- 
dertaking if I could obtain a Reprieve for two months, 
the work might be flnifhed- , What time I can fpare, 
from my more weigh-ty concerns, fhall be devoted to the 
above purpcfe •, and if my ientence is executed, at the 
time appointed, I fhal! leave what manjifcripts I have, in 
the kinds of the Printers hereof. 

When from this World I take my Flight, 
To Fields and Regions of Delight ; 
My cruel Foes need not Exult, 
For they'll b^ punirti'd for their Fault. 

And thofe who brought on my Diftrefs, 
Will nev *r Fafteof Happinefs ; 
Sunk in Defpair and loft to Hope, 
Their only Remedy's a Rope.^ 

Me quite unwary, for ihaf^m^-i 
Put Character and Life to/§rake j 
Deceiv'd, [ did the Law ffar.igrefs-, 
Words cannot utter my Dlftrefs. 
I from a Brother afk'd relief, 
He only laughed at my Grief ; 
Oh / may no Brother in Diftrefs, 
Be fore'd to.afk of him Redrefs ! 

To Blifs they can have no Pretence, 
Whofe Heart difclaims Benevolence j 
Tome the Needy welcome were, 
I gave then; what I had to fpare. 
F ; { { 
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